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 WASHINGTON, D.C. - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved $500,000 in fiscal year (FY) 2006 federal funding to assist in a renewable energy project in Western Massachusetts to develop local biomass facilities.

  The funding is included in the FY06 Energy and Water Appropriations conference report approved by the House today.  Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and worked to secure the funding.  After the Senate approves the conference report, which is expected to happen soon, it would then go to president's desk for a signature.

  "The Western Massachusetts Biomass Project has the potential to create a fuel source that is renewable, locally available, reliable, cost-effective and clean," Olver said. "With biomass, we have the opportunity to tap into a renewable resource in Massachusetts that has great environmental and economic benefits."

  Biomass has been identified as having tremendous potential in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts due to the state's 3 million acres of forestland. This initiative will address one of the important missing elements -- to develop infrastructure for getting the fuel from the forest to the market.  Creating a biomass market for low grade wood will lead to improved sustainable management of Massachusetts' forests and the economic well-being of our forest products industries.

  Advanced low-emissions biomass energy facilities convert low grade wood species to electricity and will enhance our states fuel diversity and price stability.  The Western Mass Biomass Project, which will be administered through the Commonwealth's Division of Energy Resources (DOER), will target the use of local forest wood residue and land-clearing chips from the densely forested areas of the western most counties of Massachusetts -- Berkshire, Franklin, Hampshire, Hampden and Worcester counties.

   David O'Connor, Commissioner of DOER stated, "the Commonwealth is greatly appreciative of Congressman Olver for procuring this federal funding.  Biomass energy development is a key component to meeting the goals of the state's Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard program and we look forward to working with other state agencies to help support the biomass supply infrastructure and associated economic development that this biomass energy development will bring."

  The Western Mass Biomass Project will improve the availability and distribution of information on biomass resource availability, supplier capabilities, equipment, competing markets, and pricing trends; develop the infrastructure necessary for processing and transporting biomass from its source to a biomass facility; and establish mechanisms to reduce the risk to developers and fuel providers associated with their capital investments in new equipment.
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